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    Mike Johnson, OFM, is becoming a very

familiar face to friars and friends of Our Lady of

Guadalupe Province. Although Fr. Mike Johnson

is a friar of Holy Name Province and lives in

Boston, Massachusetts, he will be spending

much of his time this spring in New Mexico and

Arizona. Fr. Mike Johnson was selected as the

General Visitator to the Province, a role that will

help facilitate the process of discerning new

provincial leadership. As the Visitator, he

represents the Order of the Friars Minor "Curia",

or leadership, based in Rome. This visitation is a

normal part of Franciscan life and takes place

every time that a Province is scheduled to elect

a Minister Provincial at their Provincial

Chapter. Our Province will elect a Minister at

the upcoming Chapter this May. 

   Over the next several months, Fr. Mike will

meet with every friar in our Province to discuss

their joys, challenges, and hopes. Fr. Mike

describes the visits as a 'hinge time' for the

friars because it provides the opportunity to

"reflect back and gaze forward" with hope. In

addition to meeting with friars, Fr. Mike will 

     

Looking Forward and Back

also meet with key staff and parish

members to discuss their experiences.  All

of these meetings will ultimately help him

create a report about the province's

strengths and opportunities for growth.

    Fr. Mike is looking forward to the

process because he loves the unique 

 missionary spirit of Our Lady of

Guadalupe Province. He explained, "These 

 friars are missionary people in a place

that is not their own."  He sees the journey

as a time to affirm all of the positive and

fruitful works of the province. Please keep

Fr. Mike in your prayers during this time. 
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CELEBRATING CITIZENSHIP

JOOBA HOGAN FOOD FACILITY

Ministry Spotlight
    Jooba Hogan Food Facility is an

impressive ministry of Our Lady of

Fatima in Chinle, Arizona. This food

pantry serves between 1,500 and 2,000

families every month. The facility

receives food from various food banks

in Arizona and dedicated volunteers

work to sort and distribute food every

Thursday to families in need.  In

addition to the regular food

distribution, Jooba Hogan Food Facility

also has an emergency food pantry for

those in crisis and delivers food to

senior citizens in need.

     Father Florecito (PJ) Pabatao, Pastor

of Our Lady of Fatima, enjoys the time

he spends at the food bank because he is

able to connect and encounter his

community. Fr. Pj notes the importance

of being a Franciscan presence to the

people of Chinle and showing, through

action, the Franciscan value of service.

Naturalization of Jesus Osornio
    With thankful hearts, Our Lady of Guadalupe

Province would like to congratulate our novice

brother, Jesus Osornio, on his upcoming

naturalization. Jesus will become a United States

citizen on January 22, 2020 after participating in a

naturalization ceremony at the Los Angeles

Convention Center.  Please keep Jesus and all of

the new American citizens in your prayers during

this celebratory time. 
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   It was a brisk and ordinary November

afternoon at Juan Diego Friary when I first

interviewed Fr. Chris Kerstiens. The leaves,

which were beginning to change color, were

swaying gently in the wind providing a

soothing background hum. We opted to sit in

the courtyard patio which offered an

opportunity for our interview to be

uninterrupted by the usual friendly friar

activity surrounding us. Our interview

started like any other as Fr. Chris spoke

about his passion- ministering to the

incarcerated. During the interview, I couldn't

help to think about the many challenges and

struggles that Fr. Chris faces in his ministry.

I pondered on just how often, if ever, Fr.

Chris is able to fully see the fruits of his

ministry.

    The Holy Spirit planted a question in my

heart, "Ask him about his God moment." I

frequently ask friars about their "God

moment" when I am interviewing them about

their ministries. I define a "God moment" as a

moment that is so profound and

transformative, that there is no other way to

explain it but by the power and grace of God.

These are the moments, even if brief, that

you truly encounter God and feel His

presence surrounding you. God moments are

often the moments that inspire people

to either start or continue their ministry.

Friars have described various God moments

to me. Some friars shared that they felt God's

presence when offering Holy Communion to

loved ones on their deathbed, visiting the

sick in hospitals, and even cleaning the

bleeding feet of suffering migrants looking

for refuge. After I asked Father Chris to share

his God moment, his eyes immediately 

  

       

     

LIFE CHANGING GOD MOMENTS 

 

softened and began to tear.    

   Some aspects of Father Chris' ministry to

those who are in incarcerated include providing

the Sacraments (especially the Sacrament of

Reconciliation),  hosting retreats and Bible

studies, and being present to those who need

him. He has experienced many sacred moments

but one stood out above the rest. Father Chris

recalled one individual who was involved in a

terrible auto accident that resulted in the death

of his family. He shared:

  

    He and his wife and two children had been at

a gathering on that day and the couple had been

drinking and using. The family was returning

home that evening. This individual, under the

influence, drove the car off the road and into

an embankment, resulting in the death of his

wife and two daughters.  He barely survived the

accident himself. The individual,

understandably , was full of grief, guilt, and

remorse. After he recovered, he spent twenty

years on the streets of Santa Fe homeless as a

heroin addict and alcoholic.

 

 

     

A Personal Reflection by Alex Rich

   Like a good shepherd, Father Chris

encountered and ministered to this man. He

could hardly hold back his tears while this

inmate described what he had been through

and his tortured life as a result of having

contributed to the tragic deaths of his wife and

daughters. He wished he had died along with

them. Father Chris recalled: 

 

I was so deeply moved by what was relayed to

me and the inmate’s sincerity and honesty. In

the course of our conversation, he reached a

point where he could come to some degree of

self-forgiveness and was able to at least

consider the forgiveness that God was offering

him. 

 

     



04

It was truly a work of God manifesting itself

right in front of me. This inmate seemed to

have been touched by God and I had the

privilege of playing a part in it. 

     I asked Father Chris if he ever saw the

individual again, he quietly responded, "no...".

I do not know if this moment changed that

man’s life or faith, but I can positively share

that it has the power to, because a moment

like this changed mine. 

     Over a decade ago, I found myself in a

similar tragedy as the man who walked with

Fr. Chris. After being in an auto accident that

resulted in the death of a passenger, I spent

years in crippling grief and guilt. I was

unable to make sense of my existence, the

tragedy that occurred, and ultimately my

faith. I was very fortunate to have a

supportive network that walked with me on

my journey to healing. I am thankful for my

family, friends, and therapists, but I am most

thankful for the ministries of a lay campus

minister and a priest, both of whom I will

never know their name or be able to thank in

person.

     During my time of healing, I moved to a

small community in Colorado as a part of a

national student exchange program while

pursuing my undergraduate degree. I did not

know the campus minister at the new

university and she didn't know me or my

struggles, but she undeniably knew that God

loved me. She worked to provide

opportunities of encounter through retreats,

mission trips, and coordinating Mass and

Reconciliation on our campus. I was walking

through the student activities center one

Sunday evening and saw a group of my

classmates preparing to celebrate Mass. It

had been some time since I attended Mass,  

     

LIFE CHANGING GOD MOMENTS CONTINUED   

 

but the Holy Spirit convinced me to stay. The

guest priest was charming, passionate, and

for some unknown reason felt familiar. After

Mass I did something I had not done since

my auto accident, I asked him if he would

hear my confession. During this confession,

he sat with me, cried with me, and with

pastoral eyes full of radical empathy, boldly

told me about God's mercy and the

importance of forgiving myself. This was my

God moment. I truly felt God's love and

mercy and I have not let go since. 

     It was this God moment that intrinsically

changed the trajectory of not only my faith

journey but ultimately my life. The

beautiful tragedy is that the campus minister

and priest have no idea how the rest of the

story unfolded and likely never will. As a lay

minister myself, I often put myself in

their shoes. It could have been easy for the

campus minister to get discouraged at the

ever dwindling attendance numbers and

questioned if her efforts were worth

it or if the students were getting anything

out of it. It could have been easy for the

priest to decline an additional Mass at the

local university because he was tired from

his duties at his parish. It would have been

easy for him tell me that I needed to schedule

an appointment for confession because it

was an inconvenient time for him. It would

have been easy for both to go home that

evening and question if their work even

made a difference. But ministry isn't easy.

Ministry doesn't always provide a thank

you or show us clear results that can be

easily quantified. As people of faith, we are

called to work without ever knowing the

results. As people of hope we trust that God

will do the rest. 

  



CHRISTMAS REMEMBRANCE 
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    Fr. Chris may never know if his ministry

changed that individual’s life and the priest

doesn't know that he changed mine. The

beautiful thing is that God works through us,

even when we won't see the fruit.

I challenge all ministers during the

inevitable moments of discouragement

within ministry to remember that we are

     

people of hope. I bet you to remember that

the small moments, the ordinary moments,

the thankless moments, and the inconvenient

moments can bear fruit and even become

someone else's God moment. I beg ministers

to act as if God can use every moment in your

imperfect ministry to change a life... because

He can.

     

     

A light will shine on us today; the Lord is born for us!
     Laguna Pueblo received the gift of snow while celebrating the birth of our Savior. Fr. Gerry

Steinmetz, pastor of St. Joseph Parish, captured and shared these beautiful Christmas photos,

complete with a nativity scene, snow, lights and luminarias! 

 

LIFE CHANGING GOD MOMENTS CONTINUED   
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A monthly reflection on our
Franciscan Heritage by Jack

Clark Robinson, OFM 
 
 

LOOKING INTO 

OUR TRADITIONS

    The recent release of Franciscan Friars:

Coast to Coast has given me to think of

shifting my monthly “Into Our Tradition” from

basing the columns on passages from the Rule,

General Constitutions and Statutes to

something a bit more visual.  The picture below

represents an extraordinary bit of our history,

our tradition as Franciscans here in the

Southwest.  It comes from The Indian Sentinel,

a fund-raising magazine published in the mid-

twentieth century by the Bureau of Indian

Missions of the Catholic Bishops of the United

States for the support of Native American

Missions. The Indian Sentinel worked in a

simple way.  If you staffed a Mission in need of

funds, you wrote articles and submitted

pictures for the Sentinel.  They published the

articles and pictures then used the funds raised

to support the Missions.

      Fr.Angellus Lammert, OFM, must have been

an extraordinary missionary.
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He served as pastor at Laguna and Acoma

Pueblos for over twenty years until his death

on the day that people were gathered to

celebrate his silver jubilee of priestly

ordination in 1952.   He made numerous

contributions to The Indian Sentinel,

contributions which were never

condescending in their descriptions of Native

Americans, but showed a great respect and

appreciation for the people with whom he

worked, as well as a great curiosity about

them.     

   This picture illustrates those characteristics.

Fr. Agnellus, at a time when others would not

have done so, has trained and is

commissioning lay catechists from among the

Acoma people so that they can pass on the

Faith to the young people of the tribe.  As a

sign of respect for tribal traditions, the

Governor of the Pueblo is part of the

commissioning ceremony, and finally, Native

names, and their meaning, things not often

shared with “outsiders” are included here.  Fr.

Agnellus exemplified a missionary motto of

countless Franciscans since the time of St.

Francis who entered into dialogue with the

Sultan at Damietta instead of simply preaching

to him, “If you wish to be heard, first you must

listen.” 
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FRANCISCAN FRIARS COAST TO COAST

     Franciscan Friars Coast to Coast has been on bookstore shelves for over two months. The

book has already received many glowing reviews from Catholic and Franciscan media outlets.

Luckily for those who have enjoyed the book, they will have the opportunity to meet Fr. Jack

and have their copy signed!  Bookworks will be hosting a book signing with Father Jack Clark

Robinson on Saturday, January 25th at 3:00pm-5:00pm.  Bookworks is located at 4022 Rio

Grande Blvd NW, Albuquerque, NM 87107. 

Meet the Author!
 
 



Maynard Shirley, OFM      January 4th

Mary Romero                      January 10th

Dale Jamison, OFM            January 11th

Gordon Boykin,OFM         January 19th 

Abel Olivas,OFM               January 19th

 

 

 

BIRTHDAY 

WISHES

Heavenly Father,  

Years ago today, you blessed the world with Maynard, Mary, Dale, Gordon, and Abel. Thank

you for the gift of their life. We ask you to bless them during their birthday month and to

keep them in Your care, now and in the coming year. Amen.

THE PADRES' TRAIL IS A MONTHLY NEWSLETTER DISTRIBUTED BY

 OUR LADY OF GUADALUPE PROVINCE. 

JACK'S

JOURNEYS

January  
 

January 22nd 

Attend Jesus Osornio's naturalization ceremony

January 31st- February 2nd

Friar visit in St. Petersburg, Florida

February 6th-10

Trip to see the Border Ministry in Elfrida, Arizona

February 17th

MP6 Conference Call

February 19th 

300th Anniversary of Mission San Jose

February 24th-25th 

Meeting of the MP6 with consultant in Chicago 
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Past editions are posted online at:  http://www.swfranciscans.org

2020 LAY MINISTRY

CONVOCATION

Baptized for Service and Mission  
 
 

Brother Gordon Boykin and Brother Jose

Rodriguez were two of the hundreds of

faithful that attended the Archdiocese of

Santa Fe's 2020 Lay Convocation on

January 11, 2020.  Archbishop John C.

Wester, along with local lay ministers,

spoke about the baptismal call of the laity.  

Lay leaders were challenged to continue

to live out their call from Christ to fulfill

the mission of the Church. The

convocation included various workshops,

community prayer, and concluded with a

commissioning.

February  
 


